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Shade Tree Federation Conference 2010 Shade Tree Federation Conference 2010   
Written by Donna Massa, President 

 Get ready for what is anticipated to 
be a meeting loaded with information from 
entertaining speakers, exhibitors old and 
new, and great hospitality from the Crowne 
Plaza staff. Weather permitting we will have 
out-door demonstrations, giveaways, con-
tests and prizes. 

 Our 85th Annual Conference is 
rapidly approaching. Earn educational cred-
its from the NJ Community Forestry, obtain 
CORE certifications and earn other certifi-
cation credits from organizations like the 
DEP Pesticide Control Program, the 
NJISA, and the Public Works Association. 
Make sure your municipality remains in 
good standing with the State of New Jersey 
and keep your licenses current all at one 
conference. If you’ve joined us in the past, 
we have new and exciting things going on 
this year. If you’ve never been to the NJ 
Shade Tree Federation Conference, this is 

the year to attend! The conference remains 
at the Crowne Plaza in Cherry Hill, NJ. Be 
sure to reserve October 22rd and 23rd and 
join us! 

 Opening Programs will begin at 
8:15 am and CORE and the General Session 
will begin at 8:30 am. On Friday, our session 
will open with Dr. Kim Coder, Professor 
of Tree Biology and Health Care at the War-
nell School of Forestry and Natural Re-

sources, University of Georgia. The secret 
components of how trees live will be high-
lighted in Part I of Dr. Coder’s Tree Biology 
Workshop: Foundations of Tree Success. 

 Following Dr. Coder’s session, we 
welcome once again Dr. Jason Grabosky of 
Rutgers University who will help answer 
some questions regarding trees, pavement 
and storm water. Is a zero-runoff solution 
possible? This discussion will develop and 
build upon what has been published in the 
past few years concerning soils beneath 
pavement, the role of porous pavements, 
root growth under pavement and other 
strategies and products for tree-pavement 
design. 

 Joe Broyles of Plant Health Care 
will then speak about soil health and creat-
ing vigorous root systems. Healthy plants 
are resistant to stress from insects, disease, 
winter desiccation and drought. Joe’s focus 
will be on improving plant health and sur-

vival by creating a natural systems approach 
to plant care and restoring soil health. Joe 
will address improving urban sites, dis-
turbed soils and landscapes. Jim Zwack of 
Rainbow Treecare will then join Joe in the 
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in the discussion of root systems. Jim will share with us the “Dirt on Dirt.” Many tree health issues can be traced to problems associ-
ated with the soil and root system. The purpose of this program will be to introduce and explain the advances in technology that have 
allowed tree care professionals to work with soils and root systems. The program will also include specific examples of how arborists 
have been proactive in preserving legacy trees. 

 Following the Broyles and Zwack presentation, Dr. George Hamilton, Professor of Entomology and Chair of the Depart-
ment of Entomology at Rutgers University, will update us on the pesticide regulations in force for 2010. This seminar will count to-
ward pesticide credits. 

 Ted Szczawinski and Steve Chisholm will conclude the day with Part I of Hazard Tree Identification. They will introduce 
ISA assessment materials and processes as well as present information to assist in rating risk classification and prioritization. 

 After a day of enlightening information, the evening will close with 
our Friday Night Social. This is a perfect opportunity to network, socialize 
with colleagues, converse about the day’s activities, and have some fun. Light 
refreshments will be served. 

 The Saturday morning programs will commence at 8:15 am and 
CORE and the General Session will begin at 8:30 am. Join us for Part II of 
Dr. Kim Coder’s Tree Biology Workshop: Hard Life & Soft Kill. The life 
and death of trees are always focused on site, pests, and environmental con-
straints. In this workshop, tree biology will be the focus, demonstrating how 
trees survive and thrive. 

 Larry Kuser of Fernbrook Nurseries will then explore the direct 
correlation between tree selection, quality, and survival once the tree is 
planted. He will teach us how to ask the right questions, what to look for, 
and how to inspect before purchasing. After learning how to properly select 
trees, it only seems natural to learn how to properly plant them. Lisa Simms 
and the team from the New Jersey Tree Foundation will demonstrate plant-
ing techniques and young tree maintenance. 

 Pam Zipse and Gary Lovallo, both Certified Tree Experts, will speak on Municipal Shade Tree Ordinances: What are they? 
Why are they important? Pam will share her experience in arboriculture and 
urban forestry over the last ten years in New Jersey and discuss the common 
issues surrounding municipal shade tree programs and shade tree ordinances 
while offering suggestions on how to either correct or avoid them. Gary Lovallo 
is the principal of Chestnut Arboricultural & Forestry Services. He will discuss 
his knowledge of the well-known Township of Jackson Ordinance and its re-
cent court battles with the New Jersey Shore Builders Association. 

 Saturday evening will host our annual recognition and awards dinner, 
during which David Johnson, Regional Forester with the NJ Community For-
estry Program, will present “Big Trees of New Jersey - Champion Big Trees 
from Native and Naturalized Species in the State.” Join us for a night of educa-
tion and to celebrate the accomplishments of distinguished individuals within 
the field. You may even walk away with one of our many door prizes! The 

dinner will begin shortly after the conference ends. Be sure to take advan-
tage of all that the NJ Shade Tree Federation conference has to 

offer. 
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Written by Beth Burrell of Impact 100 and Jessica Franzini of NJTF 

 

 At first glance, the 2010 Impact100 Grant is about improving the environment by 
planting trees in Camden, N.J.  But Camden residents, city officials and NJ Tree Founda-
tion staff will tell you it’s about much more! 

 The New Jersey Tree Foundation started its Urban Airshed Reforestation Pro-
gram (UARP) in 2002 to combat air and water pollution in Camden while empowering 
residents to bring positive change to their communities. Through the UARP, trees offer 
beauty as well as a means to tackle many social and environmental problems. 

 Funding from Impact100 will allow the NJ Tree Foundation to plant 250 trees 
and 1,200 shrubs and perennials in Camden this year. Such work, according to NJTF 
Board Chair Roni Olizi, “expands the network of dedicated and determined volunteers 
who refuse to let their neighborhoods disappear.” 

 On June 15th, the NJ Tree Foundation was formally awarded the first installment 
of this grant at the Cramer Hill Community Development Corporation in Camden. There, 
Mayor Dana Redd recognized the work of NJTF:  "I can tell you we are a much greener 
city because of your efforts and support.  And this is the type of partnership we need in 
Camden -- more women in leadership impacting the community." 

 Impact100 Philadelphia was founded in 2008 by Beth Margel Dahle and Mary 
Broach to bring together individual women in order to make a large, collective grant to a 
regional nonprofit organization. Impact members voted June 7th to award $100,000 to the 
NJ Tree Foundation, as well as award two operating grants to the Federation of 
Neighborhood Centers ($20,000) and to the SeniorLAW Center ($19,000), both in 
Philadelphia. If you are interested in joining Impact100 Philadelphia or applying for a fu-
ture grant, please visit http://www.impact100philly.org/.  

 The New Jersey Tree Foundation is seeking volunteers to help plant neighbor-
hood trees in Camden and Newark this September. For volunteer opportunities, please 
visit www.newjerseytreefoundation.org.  

Impact 100 and New Jersey Tree FoundationImpact 100 and New Jersey Tree Foundation  

 

Jessica Franzini (center right) standing with the ladies of Impact 100Jessica Franzini (center right) standing with the ladies of Impact 100  
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Community Spotlight: Haddon TownshipCommunity Spotlight: Haddon Township  

In our fall newsletter, we fea-
tured a selection called, “What About 
My Town?” in which the Community 
Forestry Management Plans were intro-
duced to those municipalities that may 
not be aware of their benefits in terms 
of grant funding, tree planting and tree 
prioritizing scheduled tree care.  

Haddon Township was one of 
those communities, and the Haddon 
Township Shade Tree Commission 
(STC) was officially established in Feb-
ruary, 2008. The STC was derived from 
the Haddon Township Environmental 
Commission (HTEC). During that 
time, the HTEC applied to the New 
Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) for a Green Commu-
nities Grant. This grant was used to 
hire a consultant to aid the Township 
in developing their Community For-
estry Management Plan. After a long 
process of pitching ideas and going to 
bat for the community’s urban forestry 
needs, Robert Herbstritt, teacher and 
former arborist, and Christopher 
Squazzo, a wetlands scientist, met with 
the newly elected Haddon Township 
administrators who were open to the 
concept of a commission.  
Randall Teague, Mayor of 
Haddon Township, and 
Township Commissioners 
John Foley and Paul 
Dougherty were highly sup-
portive of Mr. Herbstritt 
and Mr. Squazzo’s vision 
for a full commission. Bob 

and Chris worked on developing a 
team of seven members, while laboring 
at creating the ordinance itself. John 
Nystedt, Ken Gignac, Derrick Maley, 
Marge Howley and Catherine Turcich 
are the current members of the STC 
and bring with them a diverse expertise 
ranging from landscape architecture to 
interior and exterior design and from 
master gardener to research scientist. 

Following the passage of the 
ordinance, the Shade Tree Commission 
was now eligible for more grants, like 
the Community Stewardship Incentive 
Program grant (CSIP), to be used to 
help fund the tasks highlighted in the 
Management Plan. With the help of the 
DEP’s Community Forestry Program, 
the STC was eventually awarded a 
$25,000 CSIP grant. As a result, several 
hundred trees and woody shrubs have 
been planted, an organized assessment 
process has been developed and a 
Township wide inventory of all munici-
pally owned trees has begun.  The 
process of acquiring the grant went 
smoothly, according to Mr. Squazzo, 
who said that Community Forestry was 
“Very accessible. The staff was very 

friendly, knowledgeable and easy to talk 
to.” In addition to the CSIP grant, 
Haddon Township was awarded a 

$7,000 Business Stimulus Fund federal 
grant to further assist the Township in 
meeting their Management Plan goals. 
“Our goal is to plant a minimum of 
one-hundred trees per year,” said Mr. 
Squazzo. “We are beginning to plant 
more trees at a rate that exceeds the 
rate at which they are being removed.”   

Tree removal requests must be 
evaluated by the STC before being ap-
proved. If a tree is healthy, it will not 
be removed. If the tree is a hazard, 
with the help of the Department of 
Public Works, it will be removed. An 
interesting facet of the STC is that they 
are also technologically savvy, taking 
inventory on GIS and GPS to create 
extensive databases in order to ensure 
both the health and safety of the 
Township’s tree canopy.   

Each year, the Shade Tree 
Commission is involved with the 
Township Block Party and Green 
Event, of which there are two, one in 

spring and one in fall. Members of 
the Shade Tree Commission are 
present to explain exactly what it 
is that they do, and how they do 
it. These hard-working volunteers 
in Haddon Township have dem-
onstrated perseverance and pas-
sion, and it is this dynamic combi-
nation that has made them truly a 
community star.           

Center photo: The STC group. Right: Haddon 

Township block party. Left: a young resident 

enjoying the trees. 



 The New Jersey Forest Service has been overseeing the 
Big Tree Program and keeping a record of the largest trees in the 
state since the 1950’s. As part of the program, the Forest Service 
maintains the Big Tree List, a compilation of the largest native and 
naturalized tree species in the state.  These trees have been nomi-
nated by NJ residents, and have environmental and historical value 
that should be preserved for future generations. 

 The Big Tree Program will be newly rejuvenated this year.  
Files will be updated and many of the trees will be visited, meas-
ured, photographed and marked with a global positioning system 
while new nominations will be verified and added to the database.  
The NJ Community Forestry website will be updated to reflect the 
current list of champions and hold a nomination form for the new-
est candidates. 

 These enormous trees host a wealth of environmental 
benefits for New Jersey residents. They release oxygen into the 
atmosphere with their huge canopy of leaves; they ease storm wa-
ter runoff with their massive root systems that absorb rainwater 
and hold the soil around them together; they lower air temperature 
around them up to 12° Fahrenheit by creating shade and releasing 
water vapor from the leaves into the air. Finally, they absorb pollu-
tion, annually creating a healthier environment. 

 Many of New Jersey’s Big Trees also have historic value 
and have been living for hundreds of years, bearing witness to 
many pivotal state and local historical events.  These old trees, 
scattered around the state, are an important part of New Jersey’s 
natural heritage and occupy all of the unique geographic regions 
found in the state. These trees also create a connection to the past, 
a living heritage to preserve the memories of the land for the fu-
ture of our children. 

 The benefits of preserving these trees are countless. In 
the hope that someday there may be a form of protection or con-
servation for them, we must take the necessary steps to preserve 
them today.  If you know of a Big Tree that you would like to 
nominate, or have a possible challenger to the current champion, 
please send your nomination to the following: 

 

Evan Dilluvio 

Community Forestry Program 

625 Canal Road 

Somerset, NJ 08873 

For additional information please visit:  

www.communityforestry.nj.gov 
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15 Reasons to Become a Tree City USA15 Reasons to Become a Tree City USA  

 1.  Encourages better              
   care of community    
   forests. 
 
2.  Touches the lives of               
people within the com-
munity who benefit daily 
from cleaner air, shadier 
streets, and aesthetic 
beauty that healthy, well-
managed urban forests 
provide. 
 

3.  Recognizes and rewards communities for annual                                             
 advancements in urban forestry practices. 
4. Increases public awareness of the many social,  
 economical and environmental benefits urban forestry 
 practices. 
5. Provides education to improve current urban  
 forestry practices. 
6. Builds cooperation between public and private  sectors 
 to effectively manage urban forests. 
7. Encourages, supports, and strengthens effective 
 urban forestry programs in diverse communities 
 nationwide. 

8. Makes a strong contribution to a community’s pride. 
9. Serves as a blueprint for planting and maintaining a    
 community’s trees.                                                                                                   
10.  Puts people in touch with other communities and re         
 sources that can help them improve their program. 
11. Brings solid benefits to a community such as helping 
 to gain financial support for tree projects and  
 contributing to safer and healthier urban forests. 
12. Helps present the kind of image that most citizens 
 want to have for the place they live or conduct  
 business. 
13. Tells visitors, through signage, that here is a            
 community that cares about its environment. 
14. Sometimes given preference over other communities 
 when allocations of grant money are made for trees or 
 forestry programs. 
15. Provides a way to reach large numbers of people with 

information about tree care. 
 
 

For more information, contact Todd Wyckoff at 
todd.wyckoff@dep.state.nj.us or (609) 292-2532. 
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Where are the 

Jersey Giants in 

YOUR  town? 
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